COMMUNIQUE 


@ 


1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West, Montreal, Quebec H3G 1M8 (514) 879-8497 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Renowned theologian to spend two 


days at Concordia University's 


Loyola campus 


Montreal, Quebec, February 14, 1980 ~- World-renowned author, 
sociologist and theologian Gregory Baum will visit the Loyola campus of 
Concordia University on February 28 and 29 as a result of the joint efforts 
of the Theology Department, Campus Ministry and the Dean of Students Office 


on that campus. 


Gregory Baum, born to a Jewish family in Berlin in 1923, emigrated 
first to England and then to Canada, where, in 1946, he converted to the 
Roman Catholic faith. By 1950, he had been accepted into the Order of St. 
Augustine, after which he returned to Europe to attend the University of 
Fribourg in Switzerland. His B.A. and M.A. were received from McMaster 
University (1946) and Ohio State University (1947) respectively. Honorary 
doctorates have been awarded him from Huron College, St. Francis Xavier 


University, Ohio Wesleyan University and Lafayette College. 


During his sojourn in Switzerland, Father Baum became involved 
with the ecumenical movement, and in the late 1950s was appointed by the 
Vatican to the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. 


At this time, and into the 1960s, Father Baum gave a series of 
lectures on the relationship of the Church to the Jewish peoples. He is 
an authority on the history of Christian anti-Semitism and its roots in the 


New Testament. These experiences led him to write The Jews and the Gospel 
(1961), later revised and retitled Is the New Testament Anti-Semitic? 


During the late Sixties and early Seventies, Father Baum studied 
sociology at the New School for Research in New York City, leading him to 
focus his theological beliefs on the social dimensions of the Gospel and 
the Christian church, His book, Man Becoming, evolved from these studies 
and was published in 1970. 


2 jicete 


2/..- 


Around this time, Gregory Baum also joined the psychotherapeutic 
movement in Toronto known as "Therafields". The publications New Horizons 


(1972) and Religion and Alienation (1975) are the result of this experience. 


Although he has since left the priesthood, Father Baum is currently 
serving as a professor of Religious Studies at St. Michael's College 
(University of Toronto). He is, at present, at work on research on the 


sociology of religion and the sociology of knowledge. 


The series of events which Father Baum will lead is described 
below, and will be held at various locations at the 7141 Sherbrooke Street 
West address. All are free and open to the public. 


February 28 12h to 14h An Anglophone Look at Sovereignty- 
Association, a debat-midi in the 


Campus Centre's Main Lounge. 
20h to 21h30 Father Baum will speak on New Trends 
in Theology, in the Loyola Chapel. 
21h30 to Oh A chance to meet with Father Baum 
in an informal setting at the Faculty 
Club (in Hingston Hall). 


February 29 10h to 10h45 A talk on Church and Social Justice 
in Vanier Auditorium, with a question 
period to follow. 


For more information, please call Philip Genest at the Loyola 
campus Theology Department, 482-0320, ext. 552 or 553. 
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Louise Ratelle 
Information Assistant 


482-0320, ext. 689 
or 879-8497 


COMMUNIQUE 


CONCORDIA© 


1455 ouest, boul. de Maisonneuve Montréal, Québec, H3G (514) 879-8497 


POUR DIFFUSION IMMEDIATE Théologien réputé au campus Loyola 
de l'Université Concordia 


Montréal (Québec), le 14 février 1980 — Gregory Baum, &crivain, 
sociologue et théologien de renommée mondiale, sera au campus Loyola 
de l'Université Concordia les 28 et 29 février. Cette visite est 
organisée conjointement par le Département d'études théologiques, le 
Service de pastorale et le Bureau de la vie é6tudiante du campus Loyola. 


Gregory Baum voit le jour dans une famille juive ce Berlin en 1923; 
il émigre d'abord en Angleterre, puis au Canada, often 1946, il se con- 
vertit 4 la religion catholique romaine. En 1950, il entre chez les 
augustins puis retoume en Europe of il fréquente l'Université de Fribourg 
en Suisse. Il a obtenu son B.A. et sa M.A. de McMaster University (1946) 
et Ohio State University (1947) respectivement. Les établissements suivants 
lui ont décemé des doctorats honorifiques: Huron College, St. Francis 
Xavier University, Ohio Wesleyan University et Lafayette College. 


Durant son séjour en Suisse, le P&ére Baum s'occupe du mouvement 
ocecuménique et vers la fin des années 50, le Vatican le nonme au secré- 
tariat pour la promotion de l'unité chrétienne. 


A partir de ce monent-14 et au cours des années 60, il done we 
série de conférences sur les rapports entre L'Eglise et les Juifs. 
Autorité en mati@re d'histoire de l'antisémitisme chrétien et de ses 
racines dans le Nouveau Testament, le Pére Baum est l'auteur de The Jews 
and the Gospel (1961), par la suite remanié et publié sous le titre 
Is the New Testament Anti-Semitic? 


Durant les années 60 et au début des années 70, il G6tudie la socio- 
logie & la New School for Research de New York, ce qui le conduit 4 
centrer ses croyances théologiques sur les dimensions sociales de 1'Evangile 
et de l'Eglise chrétienne. Man Becoming, publié en 1970, est le fruit de 
ces études. 


A cette @poque, Gregory Baum adh&re au mouvement psychothéra- 
peutique torontois cannu sous le nom "Therafields", ce qui 1'amBne 
a publier New Horizons (1972) et Religion and Alienation (1975). 


Gregory Baum, maintenant défroqué, est professeur d'études 
religieuses au St. Michael's College (thiversity of Toronto). I1 
effectue aussi des recherches sur la sociologie de la religion et 


de la connaissance. 


Voici la liste des activités que Gregory Baum dirigera dans 
divers locaux au 7141, rue Sherbrooke ousst. Elles smt toutes 
gratuites et le grand public y est cordialement invité. 


Le 28 février 12h-14h 


20h-21h30 


20h30- 


Le 29 février 10h~10h45 


Bn An one Look at Sovereingty- 
Association, débat=-midi dans le grand 
salon du Centre commmnautaire. 

Causerie & la Chapelle Loyola, intitulée 
New Trends in Theology. 


Rencontre sans formalité au Cercle des 
professeurs (Pavillon Hingston). 


Causerie intitulée Church and Social 
Justice 4 l'Auditorium d@ la bibLioth@que 


Vanier, suivie d'ume période de questions. 


Pour de plus amples renseignements, téléphoner 4 Philip Genest 
au Département d'études théologiques du campus Loyola, 482-0320, postes 


552 ou 553. 


Louise Ratelle 

Adjointe 4 l'information 
482-0320, poste 689 

ou 879-8497 


